
KOREAN CHURCH AND MISSIONS

The rapid growth of the Korean Church continues to amaze. At

present six new churches are begun every day in a nation of some

37 million people. The Oriental Missionary Society alone are

starting an average of four new churches every week. There are

3 million Presbyterians. The Full Gospel Central Church of Seoul

now has over 150,000 members making it the world’s largest church.

The statistics are staggering!

Recently, I interviewed two of Korea’s best-known missionary leaders,

Dr. Sam Moffatt and Rev. Elmer Kilbourne, who are working together

in the Graduate School of Theology - ACTS. Between them in the

Presbyterian Seminary and the Seoul Theological Seminary of OMS,

they have 2,310 theological students plus the rapidly expanding

student body of ACTS. I asked them, "What do you see as the future

of the Korean Church?" Almost in unison they replied, "The Korean

Church must become a missionary church." They stated that this must

occur if growth is to continue. At the present moment there are 20,000

young people preparing for the ministry in Seminaries and Bible Schools.

Korea itself, cannot continue to absorb so many trained ministers. It

must reach out or perish. The Korean Church, they said, is coming to

this realization and is beginning to place strong emphasis upon missions.



Dr. Sam Moffat, who retires from the mission field this summer.

will become Professor of Missions and Ecumenism, at Princeton

Theological Seminary. This veteran, third generation, missionary

to Korea, sees the Korean Church increasingly ready and willing to

reach out across cultural barriers in the fulfillment of the Great

Commission.

Rev. Kilbourne told of Korean Christians building hundreds of new

churches in India. He told of preaching to some 20,000 Korean young

people in a recent nationwide gathering. He challenged them to

prepare for possible missionary service in China someday. Wnen the

appeal was made for young people who would be willing to give their

lives to this cause, 8,000 stood and came forward to make the dedication.

Both veteran missionaries stressed that the present growth of the

Korean Church and its future wellbeing are linked to world missions.

They see this as the major development in the Korean Church in the

decade of the 80 ? s.


